
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!!  2016

I can't believe I'm writing an article on Thanksgiving!  It seems like only 
a few days ago that we were ushering in the New Year of 2016.  I guess 
time flies when you're having fun!  

Thanksgiving begins the official holiday season.  I'm sure most all of us 
have fond memories of Thanksgivings and the holidays that follow from our 
childhoods.  Some of my best memories are from Thanksgivings celebrated 
at my GrandMa and GrandPa's house!  

 Their house was just up in the next block from ours and my aunt, 
uncle and cousins.  Late Thanksgiving morning we would all head up the 
street with rolls, fruit salads, hams, sweet potatoes, green beans and 
pumpkin and apple pies in hand working up our appetites! Many of those 
mornings it was rather brisk, or should I say, just flat cold.  The 90 second 
walk wasn't long but I recall how good the heat of GrandMa and GrandPa's 
floor furnace felt when we went in the front door.  

The smell of turkey and dressing was heavenly!  GrandMa had been 
up half the night getting the turkey stuffed and in the oven and getting the 
main table set.  GrandPa had been busy setting up the folding tables and 
chairs for us "kids".  There was always more food than there were places to 
put it for us to file by and fill our plates.  

When the time finally arrived to eat we would all stand around the main 
table while GrandPa said the blessing.  I remember most all of us kids 
glancing around at each other with the looks of "this is going on and on" as 
GrandPa prayed.  It seemed like the prayer was never going to end!  Ah, 
but when it did……..

We would all pick our plates up off our various tables and file by the 
plethora of wonderful dishes spread out all over the kitchen and the main 
table.  Turkey, dressing, gravy, mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, green 
beans and fruit salads piled so high on our plates that we had to do 
balancing acts to get back to our tables!  Most all of us, adults and children, 
would go back for seconds--and, sometimes, thirds.  We would all be so full 
that dessert would have to wait for several hours!



After cleaning off the tables of their used plates and silverware the 
adults would all sit down at the main table to visit.  Most of us kids would go 
outside and throw the football or play games in the brisk autumn air.  Some 
of us would be too full to do that--we would just lie down on the living room 
floor, near the floor furnace, and zone out!  Too stuffed to jump!

Unfortunately, many of us don't appreciate those wonderful times until 
many of our family members are gone and we have families of our own.  
Thanksgiving and the holiday season make me miss GrandMa, GrandPa, 
my aunts, uncles and my Dad.  All were a part of those wonderful 
experiences but are no longer here.  How I wish that just one more time I 
could hug them all and tell them I love them!  

As adults, I hope most of us now realize the truth and meaning of 
Thanksgiving--that it is not just a time to eat until we can eat no more!  It is 
a time for us to be grateful for the wonderful blessings God has bestowed 
on all of us.  And part of those blessings are the memories of growing up 
with those we love around us.  

The real truth, though, is that we should celebrate every day of our 
lives in thanksgiving and gratitude for all of our blessings.  Most all of us 
have places to live, we don't have to worry about where our next meal is 
coming from, we have employments that pay our bills, we have friends and 
family members that love us and care for us.  And, most importantly, we 
have the opportunity to experience this gift from God we call LIFE!  We 
should be grateful for all of these wonderful blessings every morning when 
we open our eyes--and always remember and pray for those who are  not 
so fortunate. 

Let us all be thankful as we begin this holiday season--let us love one 
another and do our parts for making this world a better place for all of us!  
God bless and HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

All my best--

Chip
 




