
FREEDOM

Very seldom do I comment on current events in these newsletter 
articles.  We all have different political stances and, I'm sure, our opinions 
on how the various social ills in this country and around the world should be 
alleviated.  Frequently commenting on political or social issues would, I'm 
afraid, only bring divisiveness.  I do, however, feel compelled this week 
though to comment on the tragic event that transpired this past weekend in 
Orlando, Florida.  

The killing of close to fifty innocent people, and the wounding of fifty 
plus more by a lone gun man, is something none of us will ever 
understand.  We may or may not agree with the lifestyles chosen by those, 
who it seems were targeted for their sexual preferences, but, I think we 
would all agree, they did not deserve the death sentences or injuries they 
received because of it.  We must remember too, those who did manage to 
escape death or injury by hiding in restrooms have suffered serious 
emotional injuries that will remain with them the rest of their lives.  

The anger and frustration most all of us are feeling make it easy to 
play the "blame game"--blaming others, for various reasons, for the event.  
The young man responsible for the mass killings and injuries had, several 
times, been interviewed by and put on a "watch list" of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation.  It might be easy at this point to blame the FBI for not 
keeping the perpetrator on the watch list, thereby not allowing him to 
purchase or own weapons.  The FBI had, however, ended their 
investigation on the young man and determined they had no legal authority 
to hold him or ban him from any of the rights we have as United States 
citizens.  

I know there are some who are "blaming God" for allowing this 
tragedy to occur.  Why would God allow people to suffer and die the way 
they have?  Some would even say, "If there was a God this tragic event 
would never have happened".        

Freedom.  Because we, here in the United States, are free people our 
government gives us rights--and those rights extend to EVERYONE.  
Unless a person has committed a felony he/she has a right to purchase 



and own a weapon.  Our government and judicial system cannot simply 
"select" some people,  those they deem "worthy" to have certain rights, and 
bar others they do not think "deserve" them.  A government or judicial 
system that gives itself the right to pick and choose which citizens have 
certain rights and which don't is only a short step away from despotism.  

God too, has given all of us the freedom of choice.  We make choices 
practically every waking minute we are on this Earth.  From the moment we 
open our eyes in the morning until we close our eyes at night we are 
choosing how we live our lives.  Most of those choices are simple--"Do I 
shower and clean up first or have a cup of coffee?"  "Am I going to stop at 
the store on my way to work or wait until I'm on my way home?"  Simple 
choices, but choices nonetheless.  

Our choices and decisions determine the way our lives unfold.  The 
young man with the weapons in Orlando made some seriously malevolent 
decisions.  He may have really believed he was "doing the right thing" but, 
unfortunately, the lives of many others were taken or changed for the rest 
of their existence here--including his own.  I don't believe any of us would 
ever condone this type of violent behavior whether we agreed with or 
disagreed with someone else's behavior or lifestyle but--we do have the 
freedom to make those choices and decisions because of the way God 
created all of us. 

When we include the aspects of God in our choices and decisions--
which are love, peace, joy, etc., our choices and decisions cannot be 
incorrect ones!  The young man, perpetuating the violent crimes in Orlando, 
did not make his choices and decisions using the aspects of God--they 
were made from a religious, idealogical viewpoint that, in my opinion, was 
totally devoid of God.  Unfortunately, he did have the freedom of choice to 
follow that path and make those decisions. 

I would hope all of us will continue to keep those killed and injured 
and their families and loved ones in our thoughts and prayers.  I would also 
hope that we keep our government and it's officials in our prayers for Divine 
wisdom and guidance to keep tragedies like this one, and others in the 
past, from occurring again, keeping our freedoms intact.



Our freedom--freedom promised us and given us through our 
Constitution and governmental system, and our God given freedom of 
choice are wonderful blessings we all enjoy in our experiences here!  BUT--
when we live our lives and make our choices and decisions devoid of the 
aspects of our Creator we diminish our lives and the lives of others.  It's 
simple--if we all could live by "Do unto others as you would have them do 
unto you" this world would be a much more beautiful and wonderful place!

All my best--

Chip
 


